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Special Issue:  Literacy 
 
This issue of Funding Alert is focused on providing 
information and resources to literacy organizations in 
the District of Columbia.  The Federal and District 
Opportunities sections list time-sensitive information 
for all subject areas, as usual.  However, the 
Foundation Opportunities section is specifically 
focused on funders of literacy initiatives, and there is 
a special Resources & Announcements section for 
literacy organizations.  Please send comments and 
feedback about the special issue to 
fundingalert@dc.gov.  Recommendations from 
readers about other resources that are available online 
or in the community that could be included in a 
future special issue would be greatly appreciated. 
 

Federal Opportunities  
 
Injury Control Research Centers.  The Department 
of Health and Human Services (DHHS)/Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) announces 
funds to: 1) support injury prevention and control 
research on priority issues; 2) integrate, in the context 
of a national program, the disciplines of 
epidemiology, medicine, biomechanics and other 
engineering, biostatistics, public health, law and 
criminal justice, and behavioral and social sciences in 
order to prevent and control injuries more effectively; 
3) define the injury problem; identify risk and 
protective factors; develop and evaluate prevention 
and control interventions and strategies; and ensure 
widespread adoption of effective interventions and 
strategies; and 4) provide technical assistance to 
injury prevention and control programs within a 
geographic region.  Eligible applicants include 
nonprofit and for-profit organizations, public and  
 

 
private organizations, colleges, research institutions 
and hospitals.  The deadline for applications is 
September 22, 2003.  Approximately $4.527 million 
is available to fund 5 awards, ranging from $905,000-
$1,055,500.  For further information, contact Nancy 
Pillar at (770) 488-2721 or nfp6@cdc.gov; or go to: 
http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/14mar20010
800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2003/03-21514.htm. 
 
Recruiting and Educating Librarians for the 21st 
Century.  The Institute of Museum and Library 
Services (IMLS) announces funds to: 1) recruit and 
educate the next generation of librarians; 2) develop 
faculty to educate the next generation of library 
professionals; 3) enable pre-professional staff to 
make the transition to librarianship, especially in 
locations where recruitment is historically difficult; 
and 4) provide the library community with 
information needed to support successful recruitment 
and education of the next generation of librarians.  
Eligible applicants include all types of libraries, 
except federal and for-profit libraries.  Eligible 
libraries include public, school, academic, special, 
private (not-for-profit), archives, library agencies, 
and library consortia.  The deadline for applications 
is January 15, 2004.  Approximately $9.9 million is 
available for awards, ranging from $50,000-
$500,000.  For further information, contact Stephanie 
Clark at (202) 606-5528 or sclark@imls.gov; or go 
to:  www.fedgrants.gov. 
 
Upward Bound Program Participant Expansion 
Initiative.  The Department of Education (DOED) 
announces funds to help the Upward Bound Program 
to increase the college enrollment rate of low-
income, first generation college students.  Eligible 
applicants include all current Upward Bound 
projects.  The deadline for applications is September  
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8, 2003.  Approximately $18 million is available for 
180 awards, ranging from $50,000-$100,000.  For 
further information, contact Dr. Margarita Benitez at 
margarita.benitez@ed.gov, Sheryl Wilson at 
sheryl.wilson@ed.gov, or call (202) 502-7600; or go 
to:  
http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/14mar20010
800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2003/03-21583.htm 
 

District Opportunities 
 
Electronic Grants Clearinghouse.  The DC Office 
of Partnerships and Grants Development is the 
clearinghouse for the Government of the District of 
Columbia’s grant programs.  Notices and application 
packets are still available at 
http://opgd.dc.gov/info/grant/funding_grants/index.sh
tm for the following notices: 
 
The Department of Health (DOH)/HIV/AIDS 
Administration (HAA), Capacity Building for 
HIV/AIDS and Other Housing Providers, due August 
29, 2003, at 5pm.   
 
The Office on Aging (OA), Lead Agency Grant 
Program, due September 5, 2003, at 5pm.   
 
Department of Human Services (DHS)/Office of 
Early Childhood Development (OECD, FY 2003 
Latchkey, CPR and First Aid Grant, due September 
12, 2003, at 5pm.   
 
The Historic Preservation Office (HPO), Grant-In-
Aid, due October 17, 2003, at 3pm. 
  

Foundation Opportunities 
 
Adult Literacy.  The John Edward Fowler Memorial 
Foundation is particularly interested in funding 
organizations that address the following issues: adult 
literacy; homelessness, hunger, at-risk children and 
youth (pre-school through high school); free medical 
care (prenatal to seniors); seniors aging in place; and 
job training and placement.  Eligible applicants 
include smaller, grassroots, neighborhood-based 
organizations.  The Foundation looks for evidence of 
sound management, fiscal responsibility and 
volunteer involvement.  There are no deadlines. 
Applications are processed in the order received.  
First-time grants range between $5,000-$10,000.  For 
further information, go to:  
http://fdncenter.org/grantmaker/fowler/about.html. 

Books and Educational Materials.  Books for 
America’s mission is to promote literacy, life-long 
learning and understanding by distributing donated 
new and used books and other forms of 
educational media to organizations in the 
Washington, DC metropolitan area serving 
disadvantaged communities and individuals.  Eligible 
applicants do not need to be a registered 501(c)(3) 
organization.  The application process may involve a 
formal application, submittal of organizational 
documents, and a site visit by Books for America 
personnel.  Previous recipients include adult and 
youth literacy programs, youth centers, transitional 
homeless shelters, hospitals, inner-city and rural 
schools, military bases, assisted living communities 
for seniors, veterans hospitals, women's shelters, 
hospices, and other such organizations.  For further 
information, contact Books for America at (202) 364-
9737 or info@booksforamerica.org; or go to:  
http://www.booksforamerica.org/pages/904317/index
.htm. 
 
Change in Academic Curriculums and Schools.  
The Braitmayer Foundation supports change in 
academic curriculums and schools, as well as 
professional-development opportunities for K-12 
teachers.  Eligible applicants include nonprofit 
organizations.  The deadline for applications is 
November 15, 2003.  Grants range from $10,000-
$35,000.  For further information, contact Robert L. 
Kirkpatrick Jr., Braitmayer Foundation, Middlesex 
Corporate Center, 213 Court Street, Suite 1101, 
Middletown, CT  06457-3351; (860) 638-5026; fax 
(860) 638-5069; or go to: 
http://www.braitmayerfoundation.org/guid.htm. 
 
Children.  The Teammates for Kids Foundation 
supports the on-going work of organizations that help 
needy children in the areas of health, education and 
inner-city services.  Eligible applicants include 
nonprofit organizations that have a record of 
outstanding service in effectively and efficiently 
delivering programs and services that improve the 
lives of needy children.  The deadline for applications 
is April 1, 2004.  Grants range from $10,000-
$50,000.  For further information, go to:  
http://www.teammates4kids.com/index.htm. 
 
Children’s Literacy.  The Ezra Jack Keats 
Foundation seeks to instill a love of literature in 
children, and to foster literacy and creativity.  
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Programs that will be considered for its mini-grant 
program include innovative or noteworthy 
workshops, lectures and festivals, as well as 
programs targeted at parents and preschool children.  
Eligible applicants include public libraries and public 
school libraries. The deadline is September 15, 2003.  
Mini-grants of $350 are available.  For further 
information, go to:  http://www.ezra-jack-
keats.org/programs/minigrants.htm.  
 
Children’s Well-Being.  The With Arms Wide Open 
Foundation seeks to ensure healthy, loving, nurturing 
bonds between children and their parents by funding 
existing service providers and identifying and 
addressing service gap areas. The Foundation's intent 
is to raise public awareness of the importance of 
healthy parent-child relationships.  Eligible 
applicants include nonprofit organizations that focus 
on education, public policy and judicial action. The 
Foundation also supports organizations that provide 
assistance to poor and low-income families, and 
organizations that offer services to families in crisis.  
The deadline for applications is September 30, 2003.  
For further information, go to:  
http://www.witharmswideopen.org/default.cfm. 
 
Community Assistance Program.  The 
Commonweal Foundation supports educational 
programs and projects assisting “at-risk” 
disadvantaged youth.  Eligible applicants include 
nonprofit organizations that have an annual budget 
not exceeding $1 million.  The deadline for 
applications is October 1, 2003.  The maximum grant 
award is $25,000.  For further information, contact 
the foundation at (301) 273-2211 or 
gloriadairsow@commonweal-foundation.org; or go 
to:  http://www.commonweal-
foundation.org/Index.htm. 
 
DC Children, Youth and Parents.  The DC 
Children and Youth Investment Trust Corporation 
seeks to fund effective programming that serves the 
needs of various communities and populations in the 
city.  In particular, the Trust Corporation welcomes 
proposals that support adjudicated youth, 
gay/lesbian/bisexual/transgender/questioning youth, 
special needs youth, parent centers with child abuse 
prevention programs, faith-based initiatives and 
literacy programs.  Proposals are requested in three 
categories:  1) parent centers; 2) out-of-school  

programs; and 3) transforming school programs.  
Eligible applicants include nonprofit organizations 
that have been providing services to children and/or 
youth within DC since at least October 1, 2002.  The 
deadline for applications is September 5, 2003, at 
5pm.  A 25% match is required.  For further 
information or to access a copy of the RFP, contact 
the Trust Corporation at (202) 347-4441 or go to:  
www.cyitc.org. 
 
Education and Literacy.  The Ann M. Martin 
Foundation provides financial support to causes 
benefiting children, education and literacy programs, 
and homeless people and animals. In general, the 
foundation funds small, grassroots programs that are 
hard to fund. Eligible applicants include nonprofit 
organizations.  The deadline for applications is 
September 15, 2003.  Grants do not exceed $20,000.  
For further information, go to:  
http://www.scholastic.ca/annmartin/ann/foundation.ht
m. 
 
Educational and Training Programs.  The Cruise 
Industry Charitable Foundation (CICF) supports the 
creation and expansion of learning experiences and 
opportunities at the primary, secondary and higher 
education levels, particularly for minority and 
disadvantaged students.  Educational and training 
programs designed to improve literacy, teach basic 
life skills, or promote good citizenship are also a 
priority of the Foundation.  Proposals that incorporate 
partnerships with community groups and local 
organizations are encouraged.  Eligible applicants 
include nonprofit organizations.  CICF accepts 
Letters of Inquiry at any time.  For further 
information, go to:  
http://www.iccl.org/foundation.cfm. 
 
ESL Teachers.  Hands-on English awards mini-
grants to ESL teachers and tutors for innovative 
classroom projects. The purpose of these grants is to 
provide some support and encouragement for 
instructors who are doing good work in the 
classroom.  A secondary goal is to help ESL 
instructors learn about the grant application process 
and gain confidence in participating in this 
professional activity.  Application materials are 
mailed every January.  The next round of applications 
is due by the end of June 2004.  To obtain a copy of 
the application, write to: grants@handsonenglish.com  
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or Hands-on English, P.O. Box 256, Crete, NE 
68333.  For further information, go to:  
http://www.handsonenglish.com/index.html. 
 
Family Literacy.  The Barbara Bush Foundation for 
Family Literacy is accepting applications for its 2004 
national grant competition. Its goal is to develop and 
expand family literacy efforts throughout the U.S., 
and to support the development of literacy programs 
that build families of readers.  Eligible applicants 
include organizations that meet the following criteria: 
have been in existence for two or more years; have 
maintained fiscal accountability; currently have an 
instructional literacy program that has operated for at 
least two years and includes one or more components 
of a family literacy program, specifically, literacy for 
adults, parent education, pre-literacy or literacy for 
children, or intergenerational literacy activities; and 
have maintained current nonprofit or public status for 
at least two years as of the date of the grant 
application.  The deadline for applications is 
September 5, 2003.  Approximately $650,000 is 
awarded each year; no grant exceeds $65,000.  For 
further information, go to:  
http://www.barbarabushfoundation.com/nga.html. 
 
Family Literacy.  The Hattie M. Strong Foundation 
supports educational programs for the disadvantaged 
in the DC area, including preschool-12, family 
literacy, and tutoring.  Eligible applicants include 
nonprofit organizations, with priority given to 
previous grantees.  The deadline for applications is 
October 15, 2003.  Grants range from $5,000-
$10,000.  Applicants must contact the foundation 
prior to the application deadline for grant guidelines, 
proposal requirements, and grant program format.   
Contact the foundation at Hattie M. Strong 
Foundation, 1620 Eye Street, NW, Suite 700, 
Washington, DC  20006-2402 or (202) 331-1619. 
    
Family Literacy Materials.  The National Book 
Scholarship Fund (NBSF) provides books and 
materials to literacy projects throughout the U.S. that 
help parents and children in need.  The NBSF 
strengthens the relationship between parents and their 
children, especially low-income children, by 
supporting programs that improve the educational 
abilities and life-skills of parents.  Books and 
materials may be used to 1) help adults attain the 
skills they need to share the joy of reading with their 
children and 2) teach parenting skills to enable 

parents to work effectively with their children's 
teachers, and to help learners handle the stresses 
associated with parenting.  Eligible applicants include 
family literacy programs.  ESL projects, adult basic 
educational programs, and projects that involve 
women-focused basic literacy or ESL programming 
will also be considered for support.  The deadline for 
applications is December 4, 2003.  For more 
information or to obtain an application, go to:  
www.nbsf.org. 
 
Grass-Roots Education.  The Gannet Foundation’s 
priorities for the Washington area include adjunct 
grass-roots educational programs, at-risk youth, 
indigent health care, families in crisis, and services 
for special populations.  Eligible applications include 
nonprofit organizations.  The deadline for 
applications is September 15, 2003.  The average 
grant amount is between $4,000-$6,000.  For further 
information, go to:  
http://www.gannettfoundation.org/dcfactsheet.htm. 
 
Literacy.  The Junior League of Washington (JLW) 
focuses its resources, including grant dollars, on 
Literacy: "an individual's ability to read, write, and 
speak English and to compute and problem solve, at 
levels of proficiency necessary to: function on the job 
and in society, achieve one's goals, and develop one's 
knowledge and potential."  This definition is intended 
to encompass all aspects of literacy. Thus, grant 
applicants may propose, in addition to traditional 
reading and writing programs, programs that address 
computer, financial, and economic skills, artistic and 
cultural experience, as well as other aspects of 
literacy.  Eligible applicants include community 
organizations.  The deadline for applications is 
typically in November but has not yet been 
announced. Approximately $75,000 is available for  
the 2003/2004 grant cycle.  For further information, 
including the application deadline date, go to:   
http://www.jlw.org/jlw/grants.htm. 
 
Literacy and Life Skills Training.  The Morris & 
Gwendolyn Cafritz Foundation is committed to 
improving the quality of life for residents of the 
Washington, DC area.  This is done through 
grantmaking in the following areas:  arts and 
humanities, community services, health and 
education, including literacy and life skills training.  
Eligible applicants include nonprofit organizations.  
The deadline for applications is November 1, 2003, at 
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4pm.  For further information, go to:  
http://www.cafritzfoundation.org/Main/default.asp. 
 
Reading Ready.  The Toys”R”Us Children’s Fund 
supports programs that help at-risk children to 
develop their reading skills before they enter 
kindergarten through its Reading Ready: Preparing 
Children to Be Lifelong Readers program.  The 
program is comprised of two initiatives:  1) Parents 
are Teachers - supporting nonprofit organizations that 
provide direct services to parents of at-risk children; 
and 2) Pre-Kindergarten Initiative – supporting pre-
school programs committed to the development of 
pre-literacy skills of children, newborn to age 5.  
Eligible applicants include nonprofit organizations.  
There are no deadlines for applications.  For further 
information, go to: 
http://www9.toysrus.com/about/corpPhilanthropy.cf
m. 
 
Women and Children.  The WHO Foundation: 
Women Helping Others supports grass-roots charities 
serving the overlooked needs of women and children. 
Specific projects and programs addressing health, 
education and social service needs are priorities. The 
Foundation recognizes the value of new programs 
created to respond to changing needs and will 
consider funding projects of an original or pioneering 
nature within an existing organization.  Eligible 
applicants include nonprofit organizations that have 
been incorporated for a minimum of 3 years prior to 
application.  The deadline for applications is 
September 16, 2003.  The majority of grants range 
from $2,500-$15,000.  For more information and to 
obtain a copy of the application, go to: 
www.whofoundation.org. 
 
Youth Leadership.  The Starbucks Foundation funds 
local programs that serve low-income, at-risk youth 
through its Youth Leadership Grant Program.  Grants 
are given in two areas:  1) Power of Literacy – 
programs that stimulate personal development and a 
commitment to social equity, justice and 
environmental awareness through writing, literacy 
and expression in public forums; and 2) Leaders in 
Diversity – programs that teach the value of societal 
diversity and develop youth leadership skills to foster 
understanding between individuals, groups and 
communities.  Eligible organizations include 
nonprofit organizations that serve youth between the 
ages of 6-18 and involve Starbucks Partners 

(employees) in a meaningful way.  The deadline for 
applications is October 1, 2003.  Grants range from 
$5,000-$20,000.  For further information, go to:  
http://www.starbucks.com/aboutus/grantinfo.asp?coo
kie%5Ftest=1. 
 

Resources & Announcements 
 
Citywide Literacy Initiative.  Mayor Anthony 
Williams has committed to making adult and family 
literacy one of his major priorities for the city.  The 
Mayor identified The State Education Office (SEO) 
as the “lead agency” for the Literacy Initiative.  
Working with a taskforce of DC agencies and various 
community systems, SEO developed the following 
strategies for addressing the challenge:  1) improved 
coordination of services; 2) enhanced capacity of 
systems and programs; and 3) focused 
communication.   To this end, SEO has selected its 
third sector partners - the Children and Youth 
Investment Trust Corporation, DC Agenda, and DC 
LEARNs.  It has convened other DC government 
agencies to coordinate existing and future literacy 
efforts.  Marketing, television, and outreach 
campaigns are in development.  And Lifelong 
Learning Coaches have been placed in the following 
local literacy organizations: 
  
Bald Eagle Recreational Center  
Martin Luther King Jr. Avenue & Joliet Street, SW 
(202) 645-3961 
 
Adult Education Program 
Friendship House 
James Creek Dwelling  
100 N Street, SW 
(202) 488-1880 
 
Marshall Heights Community Development Organization  
3425 A Street, SE 
(202) 396-1200 
 
Living Wages of Washington 
705 Brandywine Street, SE 
Washington, DC  20032 
(202) 544-9088 
 
Saint Teresa of Avila Community Center   
1401 V Street, SE 
(202) 544-9088 
 
Opportunities Industrialization Center of  DC 
3707 Martin Luther King Jr. Avenue, SE 
(202) 373-0330 
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Strengthening Adult Literacy Skills 
Anacostia Senior High School 
1601 16th Street, SE, Room 228  
(202) 645-3030 
 
Department of Employment Services 
Naylor Road One Stop Career Center 
2626 Naylor Road, SE 
(202) 645-3413 
 
Department of Employment Services 
Franklin One Stop Career Center 
1500 Franklin Street, NE 
(202) 576-3091 
 
Washington Literacy Council 
1918 18th Street, NW, Suite B2 
(202) 387-9029 
 
Brightwood Elementary School 
1300 Nicholson Street, NW 
(202) 576-6199 
 
Roosevelt Senior High School  
Room 196 
4301 13th Street, NW  
(202) 368-9820 
 
Citiwide Computer Training Center 
3636 16th Street, NW, Suite BG-41 
(202) 667-3719 
 
Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Washington 
Downtown Family Center Education Program 
924 G Street, NW 
(202) 772-4303 
 
Metropolitan/Delta Adult Literacy Council, Inc. 
1225 R Street, NW 
(202) 234-2665 
 
Carlos Rosario International Career Center and PCS 
1724 Kaloram Road, NW, Suite 300 
(202) 234-6522 
 
Literacy Resources Division 
DC Public Library 
901 G Street, NW, Room 300 
(202) 727-2554 
 
Academy of Hope 
1501 Columbia Road, NW 
(202) 328-2029 
 
Kennedy Recreation Center 
7th and P Street, NW 
(202) 673-7611 

 
Literacy Volunteers of the National Capital Area 
1325 W Street, NW, #312 
(202) 387-1772 
 
In addition, faith-based organizations have been 
identified in areas where there are significant gaps in 
lifelong learning opportunities.  These organizations 
are being canvassed to determine interest and 
capacity for providing much-needed services in SE 
and NE.  For further information on the Mayor’s 
citywide literacy initiative, contact SEO at (202) 727-
6436.  
 
Clearinghouse.  DC LEARNs (the District of 
Columbia Literacy, Education, and Resource 
Network, Inc.) is a citywide coalition of individuals 
and organizations providing adult, family, and 
children's literacy services.  Its mission is to:  build 
the capacity and effectiveness of adult, family, and 
children's literacy services in DC; mobilize resources 
to support literacy in the city; and advocate for 
effective public policy that benefits residents at the 
lowest levels of literacy and the organizations that 
serve them.  DC LEARNs is in the process of 
building a clearinghouse for literacy resources.  For 
further information, call (202) 331-0141; or go to:  
www.dclearns.org or http://dclearns.boo.net. 
 
International Literacy Day.  The DC Public Library 
(DCPL)/Literacy Resources Division (LRD) will 
sponsor ”International Literacy Day: A Celebration 
of International Education” on Monday, September 8, 
2003, from 10am-7:30pm, at Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Memorial Library, 901 G Street, NW, Main Lobby 
and Auditorium A-5.  The event will include:  adult 
learner presentations (MLK Lobby at 6 pm), letters 
from adult learners in France, ESL information, 
Adult Basic Education (ABE) materials, GED and 
high school diploma information, poster displays, and 
other special activities.  For further information, call 
the Literacy Helpline at (202) 727-2431.  
  
Library Resources and Services.  The DC Public 
Library (DCPL)/Literacy Resources Division (LRD) 
provides a variety of information and resources for 
adult learners and teachers/tutors.  Services include:  
Adult Basic Education (ABE) Materials Collection, 
ABE/ESL Materials Collection, Computer Assisted 
Literacy Center of DC (CALICO-DC & CALICO-
SW), tutoring space, information and referral 
(Literacy Helpline at 727-2431), weekly GED 
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practice tests, adult learner book discussions, and 
training/networking/public information.  The LRD 
staff is available to do presentations on materials and 
library services for programs that train volunteer 
teachers or do pre-service or in-service teacher/tutor 
training.  LRC is located at the Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Memorial Library, 901 G Street, NW, Room 300. 
For further information, call (202) 727-1616 or go to:  
http://www.dclibrary.org/mlk/literacy/. 
 
Literacy Services.  The National Institute for 
Literacy (NIFL) serves as a focal point for public and 
private activities that support the development of 
high-quality regional, state, and national literacy 
services. NIFL's goal is to ensure that all Americans 
with literacy needs have access to services that can 
help them gain the basic skills necessary for success 
in the workplace, family, and community in the 21st 
century.  For more information, go to:  
http://www.nifl.gov or call the National Literacy 
Hotline at 1-800-228-8813. 
 
Save the Date.  The Office of Partnerships and 
Grants Development, in partnership with the 
Washington Council of Agencies, announces its 5th 
Annual Public-Private Partnership conference to be 
held on October 21, 2003.  This year's theme will be 
"Partnerships:  Creating Opportunities for All."  The 
all day conference will include informational and 
“how to” sessions on a variety of topics such as area 
funding trends and strategies, e-grants, volunteer 
recruitment, board development, evaluation, and 
more.  Mark your calendars and stay tuned for more 
details. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Funding Alert is a free service of the Office of 
Partnerships and Grants Development in the 
Executive Office of Mayor.  To be added to the 
list, send your name and organization with an 
email or fax number to fundingalert@dc.gov.  
For archives visit http://opgd.dc.gov/services/ 
grant/funding_alerts/index.htm 


